POPULAR TALES

Soon after this conversation had passed between the two
partners, another opportunity occurred of showing their
characters still more distinctly.

A party of ladies and gentlemen, travellers, came to the
town, and wished to see the manufactories there. They had
letters of recommendation to the Mr. Darfords; and William,
with great good-nature, took them to see their works. He
pointed out to them, with honest pride, the healthy counte-
nances of the children whom they employed.

eYou see/ said he, 'that we cannot be reproached with
sacrificing the health and happiness of our fellow-creatures to
our own selfish and mercenary views. My good uncle took
all the means in his power to make every person concerned
in this manufactory as happy as possible; and I hope we
shall follow his example. I am sure the riches of both the
Indies could not satisfy me, if my conscience reproached me
with having gained wealth by unjustifiable means. If these
children were overworked, or if they had not fresh air and
wholesome food, it would be the greatest misery to me to
come into this room and look at them. I could not do it.
But, on the contrary, knowing, as I do, that they are well
treated and well provided for in every respect, I feel joy and
pride in coming amongst them, and in bringing my friends
here.'

William's eyes sparkled, as he thus spoke the generous
sentiments of his heart; but Charles, who had thought him-
self obliged to attend the ladies of the party to see the manu-
factory, evidently showed he was ashamed of being considered
as a partner. William, with perfect simplicity, went on to
explain every part of the machinery, and the whole process
of the manufacture; whilst his cousin Charles, who thought he
should that way show his superior liberality and politeness,
every now and then interposed with, * Cousin, I'm afraid we
are keeping the ladies too long standing. Cousin, this noise
must certainly annoy the ladies horridly. Cousin, all this
sort of thing cannot be very interesting, I apprehend, to the
ladies. Besides, they won't have time, at this rate, to see the
china-works; which is a style of thing more to their taste, I
presume.'

The fidgeting impatience of our hero was extreme; till at
last he gained his point, and hurried the ladies away to the

298